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Who am I referring to? 
Fully undocumented: Individuals without a valid immigration status 
either because they crossed a border or body of water, their valid 
status expired or they overstayed their visa, they are waiting for an 

application approval. 

PRUCOL (Permanently Residing Under Color of Law): Individuals 
who have permission to be in the U.S. Either through a valid status 
(Green Card holder), temporary status (Asylum), or twilight status 

(DACA). 



STATE OFSTATE OF 

YOUR STATEYOUR STATE 



https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/ 

https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/


Population sizes 



Pennsylvania - Most restrictive 



New York - Somewhat restrictive 



New Jersey - Most accessible 



           
       

    

           

             
           

State Legislation is Key 

Regardless of who is president state law stands, this is why it is key 
to push for state led laws as congress continues to standstill on 
immigration. 

Student Adjustment Act of 2001 
Repealed section 505 in IIRIRA, which returned to states the power to 
determine residency requirements for in-state tuition benefits at 
public universities and colleges. 

State Sovereignty 

Powers not delegated to the federal government are left up to the 
states. 



         
    

           
   

             

State Legislation is Key 

In-State 

For example: All three states have access to in- state for students 
reagrdless of immigration status. 

State Aid 
NY & NJ have taken it a step further with access to state aid 

Licenses & Certification 

Only New Jersey has comprehensive access to state licensure and 
certification regardless of immigration status, 



         
        

           
          
         

         
 

Roles of Universities 

SUNY TPS BOT resolution 
Students submitting proof of refugee or asylee status or 
application pending status should be treated as immigrant aliens 
and permitted to provide evidence of a New York State domicile. It 
should be noted that a person whose evidence of Refugee or 
Asylum status has expired is nevertheless eligible for in-state tuition 

CUNY 2018 Private Scholarship Memo 
Confirming private funds can be provided to students regardless of 
immigration status 



     

       
      

       
       

   

         
      

 

although not law, they fr ighten 
community members and make them relunctant to 
engage with resources. This also means keeping an 

KEEP AN EYE ON 

this will cause 

Executive Orders – 

eye on l it igation that inevitably comes with EO. 

Updates on DACA and TPS l it igation – 
some of your PRUCOL students to become 
undocumented 

IRS Collaboration with DHS & ICE 

Registration requests 



    

   

   

        
  

      

Build with local community spaces 

Know Your Rights resources 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

Assessing what is the ICE protocol at your campus 
and communty space. 

Advocate for legislt ion that other states have 



        
     

      
      

     
   

     
    

   

Please make sure your staff is trained on eligibil ity 
criteria for students regardless of immigration 
status. 

Ex. Educational Opportunity CD and SEEK programs 
in NYS require NYS Dream Act eligibil ity 

This means undocumented students can access 
these resources including funds. 

Sometimes this means educating staff and 
bursar/disbursement of this recent legislation. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 



Spaces to follow to stay informed 

National 

@ImmigrantsRising 
@UndocuProfessionals 
@PresidentsAlliance 
@UnitedWeDream 
@TheDreamUS 
@Casa4all 
@Ithe_ilrc 

@MakeTheRoad 

State 

NY 
@nysylc 

@adelantestudents 
@NYIC 
NJ 

@njimmigrantjustice
PA 

@pircforjustice 

Universities 
NY 

@cuny.uisp 
@jjcimmigrantstudents 

@issobc 
@ccnyimmigrantcenter 
@hc.immigrantsuccess 

@baruch_isso 
@qc_immigrantsupport

NJ 
@run_uss 

PA 
@TheButterflyCoalition 



THANK YOU! 
Cynthia.Carvajal@cuny.edu
CUNY Director of Undocumented 
and Immigrant Student Programs 

   
   




